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DAVID SURMAN
Offshoot Arts are delighted to present recent paintings by British artist David Surman.  
Imbued with Surman’s signature playfulness and humour, the artist’s practice is widely
focused on the natural world and animals. His dogs, birds and cows (amongst others) are
anthropomorphic in style and instantly convey a sense of character and charm. Painted in
broad, sweeping brushstrokes there is a sense of immediacy and the impression of
simplicity in its execution. Originally a film maker, Surman frames his subjects in particular
scenes and compositions that hint at a narrative, harking back to a sense of nostalgia for
childhood storytelling and innocence. Often painted in large-scale, the animals take on a
monumental stance, reminiscent of old master paintings, and further teasing the fun and
absurdity of the subject on this scale. The artist deliberately questions and pokes fun at
the hierarchies of taste and value that are inherent paradigms of the art world. At once
encouraging a deeper exploration into our own emotions and the psychology of the human
condition, the works also provoke a debate on the definition of ‘Art’ and the tension
between cultural highs and lows.

David Surman (b. 1981) is an artist based in London. He studied animation film at Newport
Film School (2002) and film studies at the University of Warwick (2004).  Working primarily
in painting and drawing, he has established an international reputation for his figurative
works that feature striking kinetic compositions of animal, plant and human forms.
Surman's work celebrates the vitality of its subjects and painting as a medium. Recent solo
exhibitions include: Portraits of a Wild Family, SENS Gallery, Hong Kong (2022), Carousel,
Tinimini Room, Dordrecht (2022), Fairy Painting, Sim Smith, London (2021).
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Demon Hunter
2020,

Acrylic and charcoal on linen
160 x 140 cm

£9600



Enkidu in the Cedars
2020,

Acrylic and charcoal on linen
160 x 140 cm

£9600



Orange Eater II
2022, Acrylic and charcoal on canvas, 160 x 140 cm
£9600

Orange Eater I
2022, Acrylic and charcoal on canvas, 160 x 140 cm

£9600



Wilderness Fable
2022,

Acrylic and charcoal on canvas
150 x 130 cm

£9000



Dog and Fig
2022,

Acrylic and charcoal on canvas
50 x 40  cm (framed)

£3000
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MELIS SA  DIGBY-BELL

Offshoot Arts is a hybrid gallery and art consultancy based in the
UK. We collaborate with a global roster of artists who question and
explore universal themes and issues that connect us all; often
expressed through highly unusual and innovative materials and
techniques.

Our commitment to discovering and nurturing artistic talent is
shared via art aquisitions, engaging curatorial projects,  art fairs,
pop-up exhibitions, collaborations, curated online presentations
and private consultancy. We champion artists, connect with
audiences and create engaging and accessible creative
experiences that challenge and inspire.

Melissa Digby-Bell has worked in the upper echelons of the
contemporary art sector since 2002, following a degree in History
of Art at the University of Bristol. Her career began at White Cube,
going on to manage the studios of high-profile artists Marc Quinn
and Anish Kapoor. In 2014 she co-founded curatorial partnership
and consultancy Mehta Bell Projects. Melissa's background
encompasses commercial galleries, blue-chip institutions, artist
studios and art fairs. 
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